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being one. It does not mean the subjection of all educa-
tion alike to the bureauciatic contiol of a central Stale
authoiity Such a thing semis so little possible m
England, of all countries, that one is led to wonder
why the fear of it should so often find such \chcment
expression.
It is not possible here to give more thrai a Inoad
indication of the mam fiarrcwoik of the unifying that we
ha^c in view Its Icadirg idea may pcihaps Ix1 expressed
as the adaptation of a modified form of the puncipk of
Vicole unique (as the Finuh call it), with due regard for
English concern for a wide diversity ol school typos In
oJier words, the adaptation in England of a common
Cb end-on" principle pioviding foi equal access to suit-
able forms of education must be qualified by mtam
essential guarantees of freedom, such as the freedom of
individual schools to use and develop tlicir resources in
accordance with their own expert judgement of the needs
to be met, and the freedom of parents within reasonable
limits to select the schools to which they will send their
children Mere multiplication of sepaiatc schools is not
desired so much as the securing of a system whcie
all essential needs arc ficcly met, and within which
adaptation of provision to educational need is sure and
easy.
With this proviso, and with some reservations as to
details to be made later, we now suggest that the time
has come to bid once for all a wholly unsentimental fare-
well to the term " elementary " as applied to any branch
of English Education. So long as we continue to use
the word not only will the old hampering and increasingly
obsolete " class" associations continue to infect our
thinking, but we shall be prevented from viewing with
clear eyes that great field of secondary education in which